Late spinal dislocation after treatment of spinal arteriovenous malformation. A case of Charcot spinal arthropathy.
Neuropathic arthropathy of the spine is a destructive condition of the spine which is secondary to a loss of the protective proprioceptive reflexes. In the majority of cases, it occurs in patients who have suffered from traumatic medullary lesions and is responsible for destruction of the vertebral bodies and considerable spinal deformity. We report a case of neurogenic lumbar arthropathy in a patient with a spinal arteriovenous malformation. This vascular lesion caused considerable disturbances of proprioception. The course was favorable with regard to the deformity after correction and fusion by posterior approach.